
 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

WRITING AT DOWNSVIEW 

Our Vision (Intent) 
At Downsview, our writing curriculum is designed to enable our children to become imaginative, engaging and precise writers who show control as well as 
adaptability in style when asked to write for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. At the core of our curriculum is the belief that children should be 
taught using high-quality texts that vary in genre, show cultural diversity and are matched to the needs of individual classes of children.  
 
By using this structure to shape our writing curriculum, the children are presented with a model which enables them to understand authors’ choices and 
intentions, demonstrating what an effective piece of writing looks like, as well as providing a solid understanding of grammar; this provides the children with 
clear end points and outcome pieces to work towards. Through teaching writing skills alongside these high-quality texts, children are shown how the choices 
that they make as a writer impact on the reader in differing ways.  
 
This robust curriculum is taught with a logical progression of texts so that children can build on their prior learning in a systematic way to ensure that intended 
knowledge and skills are acquired.  

How we plan and teach Writing (Implementation) 
Writing at Downsview follows a similar series of lessons over normally a two 
week cycle. It starts with some form of hook from the core text and then 
several immersion acitivites. These range from drama re-enactments to 
conscience alleys and others. We then analyse the text types that we will 
be writing and look at what makes them successful – this will include a 
WAGOLL (What A Good One Looks Like). Following this stage we then 
look to generate our own ideas and implement some of the SPAG 
learning that we need. The teachers will model write too before the 
children independently complete a quality writing outcome. See 
diagram for full series of lessons. 
 
For handwriitng, we follow the Letter-Join scheme and use print letters in 
EYFS & Y1 with Y2 starting to join using cursive font through to Y6. 

How we evaluate learning in Writing (Impact) 
The impact of our writing curriculum can be seen not only in our children’s books but also around our school building. Every half term, the children “publish” a 
chosen piece of work to a display board. These will include other work they have completed during the term and celebrate the success of writing and give it 
a purpose. 
 
We also assess our children’s writing against the national curriculum objectives and teachers meet termly to moderate judgements of writng across the 
school. To be confident a child is secure in their abiluty on a particular strand of learning, we ask that the teachers can find evidence in 4 to 6 pieces of work 
and across different genres of writing. 

  



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 
Year Group Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS 

Ruby’s Worry / The 
Everywhere Bear 

All About Me 
PSED 

Owl babies / 
Bedtime for 

Monsters 
Night & Day 

Understanding the 
World 

My Pet Goldfish / A 
Brave Bear 

All Creatures Great 
& Small 

Understanding the 
World 

The Train Ride / 
Naughty Bus 
Ticket to Ride 

PSED 

Erol’s Garden / 
Yucky Worms 
Come outside 

Understanding the 
World 

No Dinner / 
Gruffalo 

Once Upon a Time 
Communication & 

Literacy 

ONE & TWO 
CYCLE A 

Lila & Secret of 
Rain / One Day on 

Blue Planet 
Africa 

Geography 

A Walk in London / 
Claude in the City 

The UK 
Geography 

Rapunzel / Egg Box 
Dragon 

Royal Family 
History 

Vlad & Great Fire 
of London 

The Great Fire of 
London 
History 

Leaf 
The First Flight 

History 

Snail & The Whale / 
Sharing a Shell 

Seaside 
Geography 

ONE & TWO 
CYCLE B 

Traction Man 
Toys 

History 

Man on the Moon / 
Look Up 
Space 
History 

Blue Penguin / The 
Emperor’s Egg 

Hot & Cold 
Geography 

Superhero like You 
Origin of NHS 

History 

A Planet Full of 
Plastic / 10 Things 
to Help My World 
School & Local 

Geography 

Secret Sky Garden 
/ Great & The 

Giants 
School & Local 

Geography 

THREE 
Ug 

Stone Age 
History 

Fly, Eagle, Fly 
Food & Farming 

Geography 

Escape from 
Pompeii 
Romans 
History 

Dragon Stoorworm 
Journey to 
Scotland 

Geography 

The Iron Man 
Forces & Magnets 

Science 

By Ash, Oak & 
Thorn 
Plants 

Science 

FOUR 

Arthur & The 
Golden Rope 

Vikings 
History 

Ariki & The Giant 
Shark 

The Water Cycle 
Geography 

Stig of the Dump 
Local History 

History 

Journey to the 
River Sea 

Rivers 
Geography 

When the 
Mountains Roared 
Natural disasters 

Geography 

Varjak Paw 
Ancient Egypt 

History 

FIVE 

Shakleton’s 
Journey 

Antarctica 
Geography 

Street Child 
Victorians 

History 

The Explorer 
Brazil 

Geography 

Goodnight Mr Tom 
WW2 – Home Front 

History 

Flotsam 
Fair Trade 

Geography 

Who Let The God’s 
Out? 

Mayan Civilisation 
History 

SIX 
Holes 

The U.S.A. 
Geography 

The Viewer 
Mayan Civilisation 

History 

Boy in Striped 
Pyjamas 

Rights & Freedoms 
History 

The Boy at the 
Back of the Class 

Rights & Freedoms 
History 

Swimming Against 
the Storm 

Climate Change 
Geography 

Floodland 
Climate Change 

Geography 

 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

EYFS 
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Driver All About Me Night & Day All Creatures Great & 
Small Ticket to Ride Come Outside Once Upon A Time 

Core Texts 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

Predictions 
Character advice 

Lists 
Letter 
Sign 

Comparisons 
Similarities & Differences 

Predictions 
Speech bubbles 

Letter 
Lists 

Description 

Advice letter 
Story 

Book review 

ELG 

Writing 
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;  
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;  
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

Comprehension 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words 
and recently introduced vocabulary;  

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;  
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 

and during role-play. 

Word Reading 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;  
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;  
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common 

exception words. 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

Fine Motor Skills 
• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;  
• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;  
• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

Speaking 

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary;  

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems when appropriate;  

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future 
tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

 
Writing 

Genre Skills 

Story Writing 

• Verbally order events and characters discussing beginning, middle and end  
• Verbally describe a familiar character / setting  
• Add simple labels to a character to describe key features.  
• Begin to write sentences showing awareness of basic punctuation such as full stops and capital letters.  
• Begin to use simple adjectives to describe a character or a setting. 

Poetry 
Rhymes / Repetitive 
langauge  

• Notice a rhyming string and begin to create own rhymes  
• Sing a range of nursery rhymes  
• Read and perform simple poems  
• Begin to use alliteration 

Recount 

• Experiment in a variety of play, exploratory and role-play situations  
• Recount incidents in own life to other children or adults: verbally or written  
• Talk about the order things happened using language such as ‘first, then, next’  
• Order pictures or captions correctly  
• Talk about senses to describe what they feel, hear, see etc. 

News Report 

• Verbally recall events in the order they happened  
• Order pictures, captions and sentences correctly. 
• Verbally state some factual statements in a logical order. 
• Use language such as first, then, next to structure and organise statements. 

Persuasion 
• Verbally explain choice 
• Make suggestions for someone else 
• Explain why someone should to do something 

Non-
chronological 

• Create a shared fact file about a theme as a class  
• Talk about facts relating to one subject  
• Begin to write lists and labels  
• Begin to use topic vocabulary  
• Label pictures/photos - Use time adverbials to organise sentences e.g first, then, next 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

 

Instructions 

• Verbalise instructions in order 
• Sequence and order pictures correctly. 
• Discuss and label pictures  
• Begin to use language of time e.g. then, next, now 

Explanation 

• Topic is familiar / every day 
• Look at and discuss Flowcharts / diagrams 
• Verbally explain a simple task using because  
• Answer questions on ‘why’ and begin to use a text to inform answer. 
• Begin to write an explanation using ‘because’ 

CORE TEXT OVERVIEW 
Links with curriculum areas 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

YEAR ONE & TWO – CYCLE A 
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Driver Africa The UK The Royal Family The Great Fire of 
London The First Flight Seaside 

Core Texts 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

Recounts 
AB Poems 

Labels & Lists 

Story Writing 
Non-chronological – 

travel guide 

Fairy tales 
Explanations 

Instructions 
Newspaper 

Poetry 
Diary 

Author study 
Riddles 

Y1 
SPAG 

Word 

• Regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es [for example, dog, dogs; wish, wishes], including the effects of these suffixes on the 
meaning of the noun  

• Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the spelling of root words (e.g. helping, helped, 
helper)  

• How the prefix un– changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives [negation, for example, unkind, or undoing: untie the 
boat] 

Sentence 
• How words can combine to make sentences  
• Joining words and joining clauses using and 

Text • Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 

Punctuation 
• Separation of words with spaces 
• Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences 
• Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun I 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

Terminology letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark 

Alan Peat 
Sentences 

• All the Ws sentence 
• List sentences 

Y1 
Writing 

Genre Skills 

Story Writing 

• Order events and write sentences clearly linked to beginning middle and end  
• Simple written description of characters and setting using a range of carefully chosen adjectives.  
• Use different sentence openers and story language e.g once upon a time, later that day etc  
• Use time adverbials to sequence and order sentences.  
• Be aware of which tense they’re writing in. 

Poetry 
Choral / Acrostic 

• Begin to explore literary techniques such as repetition, alliteration, rhythm, rhyme  
• Introduce visual effects e.g. simile (like/ as), repeated patterns and repetition 

Recount 

• Recount first hand experiences or role played events verbally and written  
• Understand order of events 
• Begin to include ‘who, what, when why’ to add detail to recount  
• Order pictures, captions and sentences correctly  
• Begin to include the 5 senses  
• Start to use descriptive language including the use of expanded noun phrases and some simple ly adverbs  
• Use time adverbials such as first, then, next to order and sequence writing 

News Report 
• Verbally order events - Use first, next, then, after that correctly. 
• Begin to write factual statements about who, what happened, where.  
• Include features of a newspaper report e.g headline 

Persuasion 

• Use stimulus that is familiar e.g. birthday party invite 
• Understand that the aim is to convince others (the reader)  
• Verbally discuss reasons to persuade 
• Use simple conjunctions to support an opinion e.g “We should do this because” - Write simple sentences using “I think... 

because...” 

Non-
chronological 

• Create a fact file about a theme using key features of a non-chronological report e.g title, sub-heading 
• Begin to use sub-headings to organise writing  
• Discuss and then write down facts in sentences  
• Begin to use conjunctions to elaborate facts  
• Use topic vocabulary  
• Label and caption pictures / photos 

Instructions 
• Write each instruction on a different line 
• Sequence instructions in the correct order, beginning to use numbers 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

 

 

• Use time adverbials to sequence and order instructions 
• Begin to add precise language to improve instructions 
• Use imperative (bossy) verbs 

Explanation 

• Use flowcharts as stimulus 
• Discuss the use of a title (how / why)  
• Discuss and use diagrams to support understanding  
• Write sentences that explain 
• Begin to organise these into logical steps  
• Begin to include facts and subject specific vocabulary 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

YEAR ONE & TWO – CYCLE B 
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Driver Toys Space Hot & Cold Origin of the NHS School Grounds & Local Area 

Core Texts 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

Captions 
Narratives 
Instructions 

Persuasive advert 
Diary 
Story 

Non-chronological 
report Letter writing 

Poetry 
Explanation text 
Persuasive flyers 

Instructions 
Descriptive stories 

Y2 
SPAG 

Word 
• Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for example, whiteboard, superman]  
• Formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less 
• Use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives and the use of –ly in Standard English to turn adjectives into adverbs 

Sentence 

• Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but)  
• Expanded noun phrases for description and specification [for example, the blue butterfly, plain flour, the man in the 

moon]  
• How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command 

Text 
• Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout writing  
• Use of the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions in progress [for example, she is 

drumming, he was shouting] 

Punctuation 

• Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences  
• Commas to separate items in a list  
• Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s 

name]  



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

• How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity [for example, man eating shark versus man-eating shark, or recover 
versus re-cover] 

Terminology 
noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, command compound, suffix, adjective, adverb, verb, tense (past, 
present), apostrophe, comma 

Alan Peat 
Sentences 

All of year 1 plus : 
• 2A sentences  
• BOYS sentences  
• What + ! sentences 

Y2 
Writing 

Genre Skills 

Story Writing 

• Discuss the plot line and begin to show cohesion between the beginning, middle and end  
• Begin to start paragraphing to section the story  
• Written description of character including describing their personality using expanded noun phrases.  
• Describe the setting using a range of adjectives and adverbs.  
• Show an awareness of the reader by writing in a specific style. 
• Write in a consistent tense. 

Poetry 
Calligrams / Poet 
studies 

• Aim to use a range of literary techniques and introduce onomatopoeia 
• Use similes and introduce visual effects e.g. personification and metaphor  
• Carefully select verbs and adjectives for impact. 

Recount 

• Write simple recounts linked to topics of interest/study or personal experience  
• Understand order of events and begin to write in chronological order  
• Begin to use sequencing within writing  
• Include ‘who, what, when’ to add detail to recount  
• Write about the 5 senses  
• Use descriptive language and begin to write about feelings  
• Formality is discussed 
• Write consistently in the past tense 
• Write in the first person 
• Use expanded noun phrases and adverbs to add detail and interest to recounts. 

News Report 

• Use factual statements about who, what happened, where and when.  
• Begin to use formal language and vocabulary.  
• Aim to keep events in order using sentence starts  
• Show an awareness of the reader by using features such as rhetorical questions etc 
• Discuss the use of quotes 
• Use features of a news report e.g catchy headline, sub– headings etc. 
• Bring the report to a close with a conclusion or “finish”. 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

 

 

Persuasion 

• Have a personal view and reasons for this to help convince the reader 
• Begin to support opinions with facts 
• Use a range of conjunctions to support their opinions e.g “We should do this because”  
• Begin to sequence writing so reasons flow 
• Use persuasive and emotive language e.g “In my opinion” “I strongly believe that...” 

Non-
chronological 

• Begin to organise fact file in an appropriate layout with key features of a non-chronological report e.g title, sub-
headings etc  

• Begin to organise information in a logical way with paragraphs of writing that relate clearly to the sub-headings.  
• Use questions for sub-headings 
• Use a wide range of conjunctions to add further detail to facts. 
• Write in paragraphs 
• Use topic vocabulary 
• Discuss the purpose of the report 

Instructions 

• Write instructions continuing to use numbers correctly  
• Create and use an introduction  
• Use captions, pictures, diagrams and labels  
• Use precise language to improve instruction as well as subject specific vocabulary  
• Use commands with imperative verbs -Use adverbs to add detail 

Explanation 

• Understand the use and style of an explanation text 
• Create an appropriate title  
• Introduce using an opening statement 
• Begin to sequence sentence e.g. sentence starts, language choice, paragraphs, subheading 
• Use interesting facts and subject specific vocabulary. 
• Begin to think about the reader—who is the audience? 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

YEAR THREE 
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Driver Stone Age Food & Farming Romans Journey to Scotland Forces & Magnets Plants 

Core Texts 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

Diary Entry 
Character description 

Story writing  

Setting description 
Newspaper report 
Persuasive letter 

Newspaper report 
Poetry 

Fact-file 

Persuasive letter 
Play scripts 

Creative writing 

Instruction text 
Setting description 

Creative write 
 

SPAG 

Word 

• Formation of nouns using a range of prefixes [for example super–, anti–, auto–]  
• Use of the forms a or an according to whether the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel [for example, a rock, 

an open box]  
• Word families based on common words, showing how words are related in form and meaning [for example, solve, 

solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble] 

Sentence 
• Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because], adverbs 

[for example, then, next, soon, therefore], or prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] 

Text 

• Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material  
• Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation  
• Use of the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past [for example, He has gone out to play contrasted 

with He went out to play] 

Punctuation • Introduction to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech  

Terminology 
preposition, conjunction word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter, 
vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 

Alan Peat 
Sentences 

All of years 1-2 plus : 
• Verb, person sentences 
• If, if , if, then sentences 
• Double ly sentences 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

 

• Paired Conjunctions sentences 
• Simile sentences  

 
Writing 

Genre Skills 

Story Writing 

Familiar Settings 
• Discuss and agree setting as a class 

using a model  
• Lengthy description of the setting 

using techniques such as noun 
phrases 

Traditional Stories (fables & fairy tales) 
• Stories looked at/rewritten are likely 

to be familiar.  
• Features of a traditional tale are 

evident e.g. magic, creatures, 
moral 

Adventure & Mystery 
• Discuss and agree setting / story line 

as a class.  
• Focus on action.  
• Introduce short sentences to build 

tension. 

Poetry 
Shape & Vocab  

• Use a range of literary techniques  
• Explore the effective these techniques will have on the reader 

Recount 

• Write recounts linked to topics of study stepping into the shoes of a character  
• Understand order of events to ensure recount is in chronological order 
• Use sequencing within writing e.g. adverbs -Include ‘who, what, when and why’ to add detail to recount  
• Write about the 5 senses beginning to think about the effective on the reader  
• Use descriptive and emotive language to explain feeling  
• Formality is agreed as a class and ways to stick to formality are modelled  

News Report 
• Modern setting  
• Factual and formal  
• Focus on chronological order and techniques to support this cohesion 

Persuasion 

• Have a personal view and reasons, but also adopt the views of a fictional / historical character if writing in role 
• Sustain the viewpoint throughout  
• Support opinions with facts  
• Sequence writing so reasons flow with an orientation and a reorientation  
• Discuss formality and aim to be consistent 

Non-
chronological 

• Create a subject specific Information text with research  
• Organise logically with the correct features  
• Use concise, accurate language - Know the purpose of the report 

Instructions 

• Emphasis on the sequencing of events (numbers, bullet points, adverbials)  
• Instructions include all features of the text type  
• Know the purpose and language is chosen carefully  
• Different audiences are explored 

Explanation 
• Use all features of an explanation text and begin to think about the impact of the audience  
• Ensure text is on sequenced appropriately using a range of techniques 
• Discuss cause and effect and incorporate this into writing. 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

YEAR FOUR 
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Driver Vikings Water cycle Local history Rivers Natural disasters Ancient Egypt 

Core Texts 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

Recounts 
AB Poems 

Labels & Lists 

Story Writing 
Non-chronological – 

travel guide 

Fairy tales 
Explanations 

Instructions 
Newspaper 

Poetry 
Diary 

Author study 
Riddles 

SPAG 

Word 
• The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s  
• Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I 

did instead of I done] 

Sentence 
• Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher 

expanded to: the strict maths teacher with curly hair)  
• Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

Text 
• Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme  
• Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punctuation 

• Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting 
clause; end punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

• Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names]  
• Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

Terminology determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 

Alan Peat 
Sentences 

All of years 1-3 plus : 
• 2 adjective pairs sentences 
• 3_ed sentences 
• Emotion word, comma sentences 
• Personification of weather sentences/ This is that sentences 
• Last word, first word sentences  



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

• Then & Now sentences 

 
Writing 

Genre Skills 

Story Writing 

Stories in Imaginary Worlds 
• Discuss and agree setting as a class 

using a model  
• Children to have some freedom in 

dilemma section.  
• Lengthy description of the setting 

using a range of techniques  
• Begin to use dialogue to show 

character 

Stories from other cultures 
• Stories looked at/rewritten are likely 

to be unfamiliar, but should include 
similar features to traditional tales.  

• Language should be appropriate to 
the culture chosen.  

Myths & Legends 
• Discuss and agree setting / story line 

as a class.  
• Freedom in the dilemma  
• Balance of action and description  
• Language, creatures, names and 

places are fitting to the time period 

Poetry 
Form & Imagery  

• Develop similes, metaphors and personification so they are different (not always the clichés)  
• Begin to use literary techniques to structure the stanza e.g. pattern of 3 

Recount 

• Write historical, scientific or personal recounts linked to topics of study  
• Recount will be in chronological order, sequenced with sentence starts  
• ‘who, what, when why’ adds detail and gives explanation to the reader  
• Write about the 5 senses for the readers benefit  
• Use descriptive and emotive language  
• Begin to engage the reader through sentence variation e.g. questions 
• Level of formality is agreed as a class and is most consistent within writing  
• Begin to consider language and the time period 

News Report 

• Modern setting  
• Introduce difference between fact and opinion  
• Range of chronological devices  
• Focus on paragraphing and speech types 

Persuasion 

• Have a personal view and reasons, but also adopt the views of a fictional / historical character if writing in role 
• Sustain the viewpoint throughout  
• Support opinions with facts  
• Sequence writing so reasons flow with an orientation and a reorientation  
• Discuss formality and aim to be consistent 

Non-
chronological 

• Create a subject specific Information text with research  
• Organise logically with the correct features  
• Use concise, accurate language - Know the purpose of the report 

Instructions 
• Emphasis on the sequencing of events (numbers, bullet points, adverbials)  
• Instructions include all features of the text type  
• Know the purpose and language is chosen carefully  



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

 

 

• Different audiences are explored 

Explanation 
• Use all features of an explanation text and begin to think about the impact of the audience  
• Ensure text is on sequenced appropriately using a range of techniques 
• Discuss cause and effect and incorporate this into writing. 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

YEAR FIVE 
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Driver Antarctica Victorians Brazil WW2 – Home Front Fair Trade Ancient Greece 

Core Texts 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

Recounts 
AB Poems 

Labels & Lists 

Story Writing 
Non-chronological – 

travel guide 

Fairy tales 
Explanations 

Instructions 
Newspaper 

Poetry 
Diary 

Author study 
Letter 

Riddles 

SPAG 

Word 
• Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes [for example, –ate; –ise; –ify] 
• Verb prefixes [for example, dis–, de–, mis–, over– and re–] 

Sentence 
• Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that, or an omitted relative pronoun 
• Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs [for example, perhaps, surely] or modal verbs [for example, might, should, 

will, must] 

Text 
• Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after that, this, firstly] 
• Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, later], place [for example, nearby] and number 

[for example, secondly] or tense choices [for example, he had seen her before] 

Punctuation 
• Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
• Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 

Terminology modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity 

Alan Peat 
Sentences 

All of years 1-4 plus : 
• NOUN, who/ which/ where sentences 
• Outside (inside) sentences 
• The more, the more sentences 
• Short sentences 
• ___ing, ___ed sentences 



 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
Progression of Writing & Core Texts 

 
Writing 

Genre Skills 

Story Writing 

Stories with a twist ending  
• Agree basic plot - children have 

freedom to make changes  
• Develop devices to create tension  
• Begin to leave clues to the reader 

(hinting at the twist ending)  
• Begin to show cohesion  
• Use dialogue for effect (to show 

character/begin to advance 
action) 

Write in the style of an author  
• Using model purposefully to mimic 

style rather than copy ide  
• Apply a range of descriptive 

techniques  
• Begin to justifying choices e.g. word 

choice, structure 

Thriller/Ghost Stories  
• Explore and use a range of 

techniques to build suspense.  
• Lengthy description throughout - 

Show not tell  
• Apply techniques figurative 

language  

Poetry 
Narrative poetry  

• Use literary techniques to tell a story  
• Stanzas flow and show similar structure  
• Children are guided on structure 

Recount 

• Write historical, scientific or personal recounts linked to topics of study  
• Recount is sequenced and show cohesion using several techniques  
• The purpose of the recount is clear within the orientation  
• Use of senses, detailed description and emotive language appeals to the reader  
• The reader is through sentence variation e.g. questions and possibly the use of second person 
• Recounts are of appropriate formality 
• Language is fitting to the time 

News Report 

• Historical / Scientific or modern setting  
• If Historical, language should be appropriate.  
• MA /HA children should aim to write with a biased view - using fact and opinion  
• Range of chronological devices  
• Complex sentence structure appropriate to Y5 should be applied.  
• Reported and direct speech 

Persuasion 

• Sustain the viewpoint throughout whether personal or befitting of character role 
• Support opinions with facts and other side of argument is mentioned and used with affect  
• Sentence and overall structure is appropriate to the time period / formality and intended audience 
• Formality is consistent  
• Possible use of mixed genre 

Non-
chronological 

• Create an information text with research include mixed genre to add challenge e.g. inform and persuade  
• Organised logically with the audience in mind  
• Use concise, well chosen language, correct for the purpose and audience 

Instructions • Instructions are well introduced and sequenced  
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• Language is chosen to give appropriate detail  
• Audience and purpose is clear and considered 

Explanation 

• Features of texts are chosen for the audiences benefit  
• Subject might be more abstract e.g. Science / Geography focus and vocabulary is used to suit  
• Text is well sequenced including cause and effect  
• Structure and language is matched appropriately to audience  
• Introduce the challenge of mixed genre e.g. inform and explain 
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YEAR SIX 
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Driver North America Mayans Freedom & Rights Climate Change Against Time 

Core Texts 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

Information text 
Narrative with 

dialogue 
Diary entry 

Write in style of 
author 

Mystery narrative 
Newspaper article 

Informal letter 
Write from alternative 

viewpoint 
Discussion text 

Persuasive letter 
Biography 

Review 

Recount 
Narrative with 

dialogue 

Dystopian writing 
Persuasion 

SPAG 

Word 

• The difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and 
writing [for example, find out – discover; ask for – request; go in – enter] 

• How words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, little]. 

Sentence 

• Use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence [for example, I broke the window in the 
greenhouse versus The window in the greenhouse was broken (by me)]. 

• The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for formal speech and writing 
[for example, the use of question tags: He’s your friend, isn’t he?, or the use of subjunctive forms such as If I were or 
Were they to come in some very formal writing and speech] 

Text 

• Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical 
connections [for example, the use of adverbials such as on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence], and 
ellipsis 

• Layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text] 

Punctuation 

• Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses [for example, It’s raining; 
I’m fed up] 

• Use of the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists 
• Punctuation of bullet points to list information 
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• How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity [for example, man eating shark versus man-eating shark, or recover 
versus re-cover] 

Terminology subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, dash, colon, semi-colon, bullet points 

Alan Peat 
Sentences 

All of years 1-5 plus : 
• De: De sentences 
• Adjective, same Adjective sentences 
• 3 bad – dash question sentences 
• Some; others sentences 
• Irony sentences 
• One word, one phrase definition 
• Imagine; 3 examples sentences 

 
Writing 

Genre Skills 

Story Writing 

Fantasy Stories 
• Agree basic plot: children have 

freedom to make changes  
• Use a range of devices to create 

tension 
• Leave clues to the reader whilst 

showing cohesion 
• Use dialogue for effect to show 

character and advance action 

Film Narrative 
• Using the film as a stimulus, children 

have freedom to mimic or change 
details 

• Apply a range of descriptive 
techniques 

• Justifying choices explaining likeness 
to the film 

Stories with a Flashback 
• Clear paragraph for the change  
• Range of cohesive devices - 

Potential change in person  
• Clear change in setting and mood 

described with a range of 
techniques  

• Use dialogue to advance action 
and show character 

Poetry 
The Power of Imagery  

• Use a range of literary techniques creatively  
• Stanzas flow and show similar structure  
• Children have freedom on structuring 

Recount 

• Recount is cohesive and well structured  
• Word choices and structure is chosen to engage and appeal to the reader  
• Formality and language is fitting to the time period / audience  
• Biography and Autobiography are also explored 

News Report 

• Historical / Scientific or modern setting with appropriate language use.  
• Word choice and sentence structure selected to inform reader with use of devices to write with a biased view—using 

fact and opinion effectively / consciously  
• Range of chronological devices  
• Reported and direct 
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Persuasion 

• Sustain the viewpoint throughout whether personal or befitting of character role 
• Support opinions with facts and other side of argument is mentioned and used with affect  
• Sentence and overall structure is appropriate to the time period / formality and intended audience 
• Formality is consistent  
• Possible use of mixed genre 

Non-
chronological 

• Create an information text with research include mixed genre to add challenge e.g. inform and persuade  
• Organised logically with the audience in mind  
• Use concise, well chosen language, correct for the purpose and audience 

Instructions 
• Instructions are well introduced and sequenced  
• Language is chosen to give appropriate detail  
• Audience and purpose is clear and considered 

Explanation 

• Features of texts are chosen for the audiences benefit  
• Subject might be more abstract e.g. Science / Geography focus and vocabulary is used to suit  
• Text is well sequenced including cause and effect  
• Structure and language is matched appropriately to audience  
• Introduce the challenge of mixed genre e.g. inform and explain 


